122      AN APPROACH TO REALITY

is an ultimate which cannot be further refined
or idealized. We cannot go beyond that simpli-
city and absoluteness which is the Monad,.
but we can have some dim and distant idea of
it, when we are pure enough to reflect it in
ourselves, because it is a part of ourselves, our-
selves in deepest reality. We can at least send
the rays of our intelligence and imagination in the
direction, dark as it may be, in which it exists. If
we cannot touch the reality itself, we can with
the arrow of our imagination hit a mark which
indicates the direction of that highest point.

Imagination should operate" less on the basis
of past experience, than by the guidance of
another faculty with which it should be blended
in the process of abstracting the qualities, the
essence, with which we create our ideal concepts.
We may look at a picture, analyze it in all its
parts, and feel and say that it is beautiful.
But with what have we perceived the beauty >
That evaluation is not based on any kind of
reasoning, but comes from something subtler
than the mind, a higher and hidden source.
When we look at or touch an object, we get
a certain sensation or <( feel,^ quite different
from the " feel " or magnetism appertaining to